ABSTRACT 


ALKHANSA _ her life and poetry 

A1 Khansa daughter of Amar Bin A1 haris Bin Shareed Al-Rehaaiya As 
sulaimia Bin Qais Gheelan Bin Mudar of Sulaim tribe, bom in Flijaz 575 A.D is 
known as famous poetess in Pre-Islamic period for her elegiac poetry of her two 
brothers named “Moaawiya and Sahkr”. The tribe she belonged to is known also 
for having “Zuhair Bin Abi Salma” the famous poet of his time. Al Khansa was 
first engaged to Duraid Bin Sakhr from “Bannu Jashm” tribe, who was m 'ch 
older than Kliansa, as she rejected the match when grew up. Then she got married 
to “Abdul Uzza” from her own tribe “Sulaim”. When he died she married another 
man from her tribe named “Mirdaas bin Abi Aamir”. She had four children from 
Mirdaas. The turning point in Khansa’s life was when she suddenly lost her two 
brothers “Moaawiya and Sakhr” in the battles with the tribe Mur rah. She was a 
non-believer at the time of her brother’s death. Having been shocked over the 
death of her two beloved brothers, she used to cry and moum all the time, but 
after this incident she embraced Islam at the hands of Prophet Muhammad (Peace 
be upon him). When she started writing poetry, it was much less, compared to 
what she produced after the death of her brothers. Having embraced Islam she 
controlled herself and very willingly sent her four sons for Jihad in the Battle of 
Qadsia. When they all were martyred, she thanked Allah the Almighty by s ring 
that, she was really thankful to Allah who honoured her to be the mother uf her 
martyred sons and hoped to meet them in the paradise on the reckoning day. Al 
Khansa is unique in her style for writing verses, particularly the verses (elegies) 
for her two brothers, 'fhe readers of her verses, on one hand feel her grief and 
deep soiTOw from their hearts and on other hand feel from their inner souls, the 
beauty of her poetry. Her poetry and verses compiled in the fonn of “Deewan” in 
the Abbasid period and some very famous books by Ibni-Salam, Ihnc-Qutaiba 
and AI-Aghani are compelled to praise her for her own and unique style in the 
19^’’ Century. Different books by the non-Muslim authors have also been written 
and produced about her life and poetry. These include the writers: Pere. L. 
Cheikho, Pere Coppicr, G. Gabrieli, T Noeldock, Florence, R Blacker and N. 
Rhodokanakis. Khansa as mentioned previously is unique in her style in poetry 
including simplicity and repetition of meanings in the verses. Her poetry deeply 
affects the reader because of having true spirit and passions. Despite that, 
according to some critics, she remains like an unbeliever as evinced by her verses, 
because of her excessive crying and mourning over the death of the two very dear 
brothers, particularly “Sakhr”. 


Salient features of her poetry 


Her continuous mourning over the death of her two brothers. 

A touch of her strong family background, generosity, qualities of 
leadership and noble traits of character is visible in her verses. 

Repetition of her grief and moaning alogn with repetition of meanings of 
the verses, particularly associated with Sakhr is very clear. 

Her verses lack imaginary pictures and reflect true picture of her grief and 
sorrow, affecting the hearts to a very great extent. 

The Arabs feel proud of their valour, bravery, generosity, supremacy in 
wars/ battles, good behaviour and leadership qualities. She being an Arab 
woman also narrates the same along with the narration of Arabian 
environment and all that is very much visible in the text and meanings of 
her verses 

Her poetry is very simple, clear in meanings and words mixed up with tme 
passions and sentiments giving the reader an exclusive and excessive 
impression of her intense sorrow and those (readers) who read the verses 
for the first time understand at once that the poetry (elegies) have been 
produced by a grief-stricken woman. 
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.<u)l l^-kp^ f l^' 1*^3 c JjlJ *V3j-l^ \jm'l^ jS jAj i C^o-^flJl UTj Lj 

^ f; ^ c \ f c ) ) t ^ ^ Al«^>Lti'5!l i-jjU^I 5y'3 

<b JJL-jl Uii t <u'>Ul JJ <0 yi (»--''il' '>1* J*3j f l 5^' ‘M' • “^'j fi'-*—' J ' 

.<u t-3yu Lij 4jl ji < (*-^' 

< ^LftJp jtL4» > ’ ( s.L««j;psJl ^ 

• Y J ^ t 1 -LP ^ I ^ tillj^UJl tU~Jl (*^*^ -' T 

. wb jJLi c ^-.IvUb jA Lwl < Aj jl*i» IaUI ^1 Ljp^^ 0^ l5*^^ ^ ^ J J -^ T" 




• Y i ijP ‘ ' “A-P « iJlal;^! ^ 0(jPLiJl j.L^l j»-?uw 1 

. j*W?“ < p-L.^-i9^l -'' ° 
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. (^UJ { Ojj-J { ji>U<s> jli5 t 1 ijP < ^ 

. ^ r ^y> < ‘ i3jUu.il 5yb «Y . 

,Y'i 

aIa! < ^^^iAU^fcJl i ( —jj 11" * Auo j^ljp- j^l j^JJl) ‘ ^j*ll CUljJl ^jLj _Y Y 

A-P wLa~j < ^ala . /g 4 3ijp : a.»^j-s1i ^-^rlj <Yo y .,5 : ^jj»j! ^^l 

^jjJl 4^X>-Jl i AjuU^U Aauiil 5_jbl : ®J-^ J A_iPLJs C-Jj_-i! ^ t . Y ‘ 

< (^uJi j * 3 jui ' ®^i jj C 

J--gjr < j»jjU X(^l j-^a^l < jA-/5 < j->A-*J! ) <• _YY 

< -A ^ Y ^ Y t A*j1jJ| AAiJaJl < ^ ^ ^jp < ^«fl>l j^l <^Jl •XP’ 4luAi*“l < jjl >U4k— 

. 3j,5j*»«J! ijjjJl A.^JU_<^Jl f 3jUuJl ^jljj 

^y. i^jU^l jjJ )y^ (_53~j ^ s-L-...a_:A_J1 s.Ljj_J1 _Y £ 

. O^liil (\ Y'o Y < ‘ Y1 ^Jp < A^LfcU^j! ^ oOLaU^I (_j yJl O!jPUi _Y o 

^ .U^.Ol . ^ ^ A^I. ' L^4.S^ UJl A.IU ^ ,i,vA A ^ ^ ^Y "Y 

.A*.aU^ J ^j*il Ailil il:u«tl 

^'-^(3=^ ‘■^Yol -YY 

. (jUj t bbjj-j f j^j*il t^ljsJl «.Li>*l j\:>< o A. oy ^ t I f.jrjJl t ^ jjJl (Jbl jJl «.L?*1 

.j^l ; »YA 

.A2*3j bl 1^2,^ : IAjLS^I j AiJajbP bl ; jUutf'il «Y 

. I^ . • . iOwLo i ^Uil O ^ (JUkU' ; jbjw^iil -Y" ♦ 

.■\«jj<?c j«i*P^j^bU! s-j:^! c i^l^iL<?S!l ^jiil j^lpSfl’-rJbS^ -Y N 

.^jLs^^\ i i^^l j~^l ■ ®j^l JAi j-bA.a jAj I : ^■iil iwbw : t..^l532i! -V Y 

(Yo) 



: 1,.^ : v'lyr^l _rr 

L^ f flUai laJ^lj 1 *'^^ - J^' t>* OIpU^ : Lf-a-f' _r i 

t 4-ft-jjJl ; : laJ-?-lj lJ! _ blJajJ 1 : j .“UaiJl ” ; jLi.^3 J-ioJ' 

. J,-;>ij! j^L.) jh iij-4-llj ‘ '3'^^ J-s^' “ 0*^ ” OJltj 

■ i ^^^yjji ; ^L*Jl Jt >2 

,Oj^«j < jiLp jli « V |jitf> < -r'\ 

. ^< ai...'. ' 'JJ J ; 1 -T\ 

.i^ij ^jUJlT ” A-o^ ; -.r A 

. 1^5 L^i J ^ J^ : : jW -1 . 

■ ® t/* ‘ s-j^l«-1 ^ 

J .AjJjJl L *^ o^Lja.? A«a^! : jJl -1 T 

.“iOijitf’t j^bxJ! s-j^^Jl «i-jbS* -tv 


(^‘'0 




.X-Q-?-! < f j-aaiJl I ‘ j./atll ) ^ j^; llj 

Ojl jj i _J6 \ V’^ T ‘ A n . tal l t _P' ■JLftj^'l t ^1 <lU' JL^ < ^^L»-JL«> jjI 

. ib 1 jXj^ AjiJs « <U,fl jSl I 
.^^jbJ < Cjj ^ t ^bll An.lall ‘ 

AAAI t Ji.fltll C f- i V” > jJtJlJi) ^bll wbl^X-^Jl C jJtl\ 01 

< ^f^j\ \ XS' .i ( ^ ^ < }lg «i rt a 5i^ : «u^‘ i j ,. A .. ^ wi .i ; ’^ 

Sji jj f 4Ji_jaul]l iLyJl i^X>-«.]! ( lbwL?Jb j-^'j fljlil : fljJJ J AiPUs <_;k 'i i . r 

•Cf^ ^' 3 ® ‘ 

. J-A6 < *JjjU,4.Jijli t Jjj-is^ij AjtJaJl i oGJJl i yjl 

. jbJ i Oj^ i S^lili An.tall ( JjS' < jUJlS^ jjj J jlS” t yjl ^jb 

i , i A^b-,«5”LJl Obwb^b j-"—it bJJ? Dili'iJ l^iH ^ u->yJl a ^ ^ 

. jb-wS^b I A«b^-j j aL yJl Ablll iliwj 

.iliAAj c *Jij\:Mjl A^jswi t J,^U_^I( b6j,.AA STj^ ^ 

Xw»-?«Ji -b^ t j f ^jUibJl b-g,?-! ; aLAJ tUb b&j.b-aaj A^^iL«('i(( *Jjjbt<kJl 5_^lb 

, j-A« i Sjljj f J^b*-! Jaib>- ( jj 

.(^bJ f uJjjjfj < A3^^*/*Jijb < L^-b^J bjji b.gJ>w» ( ^»Jjjbw 6 jJlb 

‘ f jb < -^ \ r *\ Y ( J j! ^ ^bj_iAl j_a j t A^'>L-J*i|l t-ijL*_g-Jl 5-j-5b 

. lb b«.»^b f _A I 1 ♦ i 
.bbJ. ( jbUtf* jlb I s.L*^ji5x)l b'ji^ 

. bbJ ‘ bbj ^ ^ Y > • t" ‘A3 yujljlb f AjiJaJl < ^L*Jp jbAJ^ ‘ fb-^AJxJl b^ 

• bbjj-j < f Luise Chsiko ‘ vv 

.d^bijl < _a ^ To f ‘ bbj-gj ( ^^bw>i*l}lj A-jIaU^I ^ OlJLAb^l ^^1 Ot^bi 
, ‘ ^ \ ^ ‘ »—3 jli I jS'\Ji) b.gj^i ^yJipxJ ( JjAjbJl A-^I^S b(j’ ‘ S.1 J 

(V'Y) 


(^) 


('f) 

(Y) 

(i) 


i^) 

(“) 

(Y) 

(^) 

(^) 

(^ •) 
('') 

(\ Y^ 

(\r) 

('i) 

0 °) 

(^■') 




. £ i. ^ ‘\ a V < i3jUA3i jli < ^Lii X4J>u* ^j_i-A?xJ OliJ? 

. 3jJsLflJl £ ^ \ ^ o Y £ £ s.l.£«£ji?tJl 

jli ^>2 “ 4,i~<> JJ ^jj'£ 

l^jip iaA?t-a 4j^ d-».^_^.a dJUJjr J aX«IS^ i*jc> £ J_p>abjjl S-J-?>J' ‘ J-"-^' tlj'j-Jl S-Lj?"! 

.(jUJ £ f yJl v^'jii' j'^ < jLgi Sju jA 
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. (^UJ £ O £ ^ \ ^ S 


(^V) 

(^A) 


(^■) 

(^M 


(TA) 


